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Weekly Progress Report

28/03/2006

This week we have made improvements to the project in different aspects. We debugged the SmartGuardian Wall module and added some new features to it. We have also started coding of the SmartGuardian Crawler module and in the following week we will start to code the Controller module.

Firstly, we debugged the SmartGuardian Wall. One of the bugs related with the communication of the system with the servers and the browsers is corrected. This bug was mainly causing the browser to display an “Object Not Found” error and it was caused by an error in recreation of the request header. This bug is completely removed.

We have improved the rules and made intensive tests of the rules. Last week we were able to block determined domains and block files with specified extensions. This week we added two new features to the system such that we can apply time restrictions and filename restrictions.

We are coding the Authenticator module, which will enable the system to identify the client users, so that we can apply different policies to each user group. We are also coding the ContentAnalyser module, which will analyze the given Web sites and create the needed information for Web page classification. We are planning to complete these tasks by the end of this week and start coding of the web page classification next week.

In the following week we are also planning to start Logger module, which will log some properties of the requests and responses. This data will be used by the Reporter module while creating statistics about the users, domains and system load; so that the system administrator can monitor the system and take the needed actions accordingly. We will also do the request header rewriting, which will hopefully remove some of the problems related with the communication of the system with the servers and the browsers. Moreover, we are planning to improve the rules so that we will be able to restrict the ports, user-agents (Browsers) and the protocol used for Web access. Meanwhile, we will start to develop the Web based user interface of the system. To achieve these we will need to work very hard.
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