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This week we have created a web interface to use the Authentication classes we have coded last week. By developing a web interface to log on to the system, it is possible to use the Authenticator module. Since none of the team members has any experience in web programming and html, development process of the interface is taking longer than expected. In the following weeks we are planning to improve the functionality and beautify the appearance of the web interface to make it more user friendly.

We also moved from multi process structure to multi threaded structure. The reason for this is that when using fork to create child processes, every data object in the parent is copied to the child. This results in inconvenience when child processes change or alter a data variable. There is also the fact that creating processes are much more costly compared to threads, thus the term lightweight process is used for threads. By using threaded structure, the system will be considerably faster in general.
We have coded a simple web page to logon to the system. This page is composed of a simple form for entering username and password information. In the later phases of the project we will further beautify this logon page. If a user has not logged on, he will be redirected to the login page to provide username and password information. When a user logs on accordingly with right username-password pair, he will be able to surf the web pages in compliant with the policy that has been set for him. We have not implemented a timeout mechanism for now, when that is implemented; inactivity for a specified time will kick the user out of the system so that he will have to re login.
As mentioned before, we have moved to multithreaded structure. A thread is created each time a client connects to our system. The thread does its job and exits when the response is sent to the client.
We have a first release milestone in about two weeks from now. To that time, we have to eliminate some of the trivial bugs found in the system and further integrate our modules. These tasks have to be done in a fast way since the time is running out for the final release and we still have many features that we have not implemented as of now. The team should be working in a more motivated and efficient way. These are our current prospects and a future path to take.
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