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This week, we dealt with 4 major topics: preparation of Software Requirement Analysis; analyzing currently used web gateways such as Websense, Snort, and esafe; IEEE standards for software requirement specifications and discussed the user interface of SmartGuardian in detail.

Before preparing software requirement analysis we discussed what SmartGuardian should do and should not. In order to have an idea about what SmartGuardian should do, we analyzed various web gateway products in detail. We read their user manuals, viewed the screen shots of user interfaces and made search for their reputation in the market. Websense was the first product we analyzed. Websense[1] has a well designed user friendly interface for administration but this software both runs in client and server side which is not the model we are planning to implement. Next one was Snort [2] which is open source software. Though Snort seems to have a good reputation and reliablity, defining rules in snort is done by writing some scripts which is not a user friendly approach at all. The last product we reviewed was Esafe[3]. It has a user friendly interface, it works on the server side only and it seems to have a good reputation in the market.
These product reviews helped us to have a picture in mind about what to do for our project. Having discussed the functionality issues, we talked about the user interface of our product SmartGuardian. We plan to implement a web based interface in php in which the menus will reside in hierarchy.

In previous weeks, our project leader Özden found out that IEEE has standards for software requirement analysis. This week we studied those IEEE SRS standards [4] in detail in order to prepare a good software requirement analysis report. IEEE standards gave us an idea about the outline of our upcoming report. We believe that obeying the rules determined by those standards will help us in producing high quality software.
The last and the most time consuming issue of this week was preparation of Software Requirement Analysis (SRA) report. We met three times to prepare the SRA. First we determined the outline of SRA and then split into two teams and began writing SRA report. We plan to finish our report before the end of this week. During the preparations of SRA sometimes we had long discussions and decided to make some modifications on the functionality of SmartGuardian. We believe that those discussions are of great value both for sharing ideas and improving the functionality of our software.
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