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This week we focused on the initial design report which is going to be submitted on the 30th of November, two weeks from now. We have the topics to be covered in the Software Design Description as:
· Description of system modules

· Data flow diagrams

· Database design

· Data dictionaries

· ER and UML diagrams

· State Diagrams

· GUI elements

Since we have decided to use IEEE specifications and implemented it in Software Requirement Analysis part of the project, we are going to be using IEEE Standard 1016 for the Software Design Description report too. This document has a nice layout and description of every element that a SDD report is advised to have.  Each team member is expected to analyze this report and the team will take this report as the primary guide in writing the SDD.
Also, we made some research in the topic of Unified Modeling Language. UML is a huge bundle of definitions, diagrams and other explanations depicting the software. It is designed to specify and document the artifacts of software system under development. In UML there are 13 types of diagrams and we refreshed our memory about them.
It looks as though UML is going to make up the bigger part in our design report. It is very detailed that it even has classes that are going to be declared in class diagrams, and also class’ members. We have decided to conduct some research in other network software such as DansGuardian and to explore its code to have an idea of how we are going to develop our software. This will prove to be useful when we start to build our class definitions.
We also discussed about how we are going to display/visualize our user interface in the design report. In IEEE paper it is also stated that interface should be described in the design report with “screen formats”. We figured that we have to design our interface with Photoshop or another tool to show it in the report.
Data flow diagrams and database ER diagrams are to be included too, and we nave done some design while writing the analysis report so we would not have any problem with that part.
One item on the syllabus was “syntax definition”. We discussed what it meant and concluded that it was UML syntax definition that was referred. We made some research into it but we really didn’t understand what we have to write in the report about that.
These were the discussions we had conducted in our weekly meetings. We also analyzed a sample design report to more thoroughly understand the IEEE format.

We decided to start writing the design report as soon as we can since it is going to be a more thorough report than the analysis one.
